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a Year of Change and Accomplishment
By Brian Tefft, Executive Director

Every non profit organization experiences change, growth
and accomplishment. The Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation is no
exception to this and has experienced several organizational changes
in the past year. Always looking forward and upwards, making
improvements and building upon the hard work of others is what its
all about. Key staff retirements left open opportunities for reflection
and new progress to keep the RILF moving in the right direction.
New staff including the Director of Development Ann Marie van
den Hurk and Office Administrator Ginny Lirio have helped to
stabilize programs and operations including our reservations system,
fundraising and outreach. In August, after serving as the Director of
Island Operations, I assumed the role of Executive Director, a
challenging position critical to bringing all of the puzzle pieces
together for ensuring continued organizational success. I’d like to
share with you some of what we have accomplished in 2019 and to
Starfish loaded with native red cedar trees to be planted on island. describe what we hope to do in 2020.
Rose Island Lighthouse offers a unique overnight experience
of what life was like for the nineteen century lighthouse keepers, living in a working lighthouse. We are NOT your average hotel
but that is what makes Rose Island special and we strive to keep things that way. We strengthened local cooperation with
Jamestown Newport Ferry who delivers thousands of day visitors each summer to our island to enjoy the lighthouse museum. We
refocused our energy on historical preservation, interpretation and ecological compatibility.
What is the value of local history? Well, one thing is for
certain, history drives our mission at RILF and includes not only the
lighthouse but also Fort
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South curtain wall for Fort Hamilton was exposed by removing
non-native vegetation.
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Fort Hamilton’s Protective Wall which
is now our Preservation Wall.
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Board of Directors Election
By Brian Tefft, Executive Director

At a special meeting held October 7, 2019, the
Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation voted to reappoint
several current members of the Board of Directors and
also held an election of officers for 2020. Reappointed
to the board of directors were Lisa Morrison, Eli Dana,
Joanne Morlan, George Devine, Gil Stringer, Ally
Maloney, Adam Thayer, Kate Hoepfner-Karle and
Joseph Tamburo. In addition, three new directors were
appointed to the board and they are Gina Manoni,
Alexandra Marcaccio and Megan Leitch. The new
directors bring expertise to the board in art, education,
marketing and finance. An election of officers for
2020 was also held at this meeting and yielded the
New board member Gina Manoni (left)
following results: President Lisa Morrison, Vice
lead our Art on Rose Island program.
President Eli Dana, Secretary Joanne Morlan and
Treasurer Joseph Tamburo. President Morrison and
several directors indicated their optimism for greater success. The new energy will be focused
on the core missions for Rose Island of education, historical preservation and ecological,
protection making the island even more desirable place to visit and stay. This past year also
saw many changes in the board and staff of Rose Island. There were also some important
changes in operations and the facility and the new re-energized board of directors will attend to
several important issues facing the foundation including, infrastructure and programming.
Committees formed have now focused their efforts to help with fundraising, hosting interesting
events, community outreach and improved technology for the future of Rose Island, their
guests and members. We all hope that 2020 will be the best year ever for Rose Island.

Rose Island Facts:
Fort Hamilton’s Protective Wall
By Brian Tefft, Executive Director

The barracks of early Fort Hamilton was converted to a magazine in 1883 capable
of storing millions of pounds of explosives. During WWI and WWII, workers were taken to
Rose Island to work in machine shops located next to the designed explosive storehouse in
the barracks. The “Protective Wall” was built by the military out of bombproof cement to
deflect a blast should there ever be an explosion in the magazine. Fortunately, even though
the magazine was used for explosive storage for over 60 years, there never was an
explosion.
In 2004, the “Protective Wall” was renamed the “Preservation Wall” as a way to
honor its symbolic presence of strength, perseverance and preservation that became reality
when the Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation purchased all of the lands on Rose Island to
create the Rose Island Wildlife Refuge. With generous volunteer and financial support, and
significant funding from the RI Department of Environmental Management, these funds
protected the island from development and preserved this great place, forever. Today, a
plaque commemorates this significant event in Rose Island’s history by listing all who
helped in the efforts to save and preserve Rose Island.
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The Museum Gift Shop at Rose
By Ginny Lirio, Office Adminstrator

This season, we are drawing inspiration from the historic liviing museum
and environmental education center of Rose Island for a selection of products that
are unique and exclusively designed for you.
We are offering an array of
unexpected delights alongside tried and
true favorites. We are expanding our
gift shop and adding many new items.
As always, we hope to help you create
joyous memories and your special
connection to Rose Island this year and
beyond.
We remain grateful that you
help us fulfill our mission to present,
conserve, and share a world of
beautiful products with every Rose
Island gift you use or give.
2020 Scrimshaw Christmas Ornament
We have two special new
introductions this season. The launch of the first issue a series of collectible
lighthouses, a replica made of porcelain that is translucent to light. A limited edition, it
comes with a certificate of authenticity. Start your collection! We are also introducing
our 2020 Scrimshaw Christmas Ornament, showcasing the beauty and grandeur of the
Rose Island lighthouse.
We launch of the first issue of collectible
lighthouses.

The Curious Childhood of
Wanton Chase
By Ann Marie van den Hurk, Director of Development

We celebrated the publishing of The Curious Childhood of Wanton
Chase in the fall with a book signing party open to the public. Over 60 joined
Author Lynne Heinzmann, who created this beautifully illustrated book about
one of Rose Island's more famous child residents. It was a family-affair with
Wanton Chase's son, Bob Chase, in attendance.
This middle-grade fiction book includes fact-based stories about
Wanton Chase, interspersed with chapters of historical information about
lighthouses, Newport, the United States, and the world from 1910 to 1916. It
is llustrated with original pastel drawings by Lynne’s daughter and period
photographs. Wanton lived at the lighthouse until he was seven years old,
entertaining himself with such activities as scouring the shore for washed-up
treasures and playing with some of the military officers' children stationed on
the island.
This delightful book - in hard and soft covers - is available for
purchase at the Gift Shop or by mail order from our office.

The Curious Childhood of Wanton Chase by Lynne
Heinzmann is is available for purchase through
our gift shop.
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Managing Rose Island’s Habitat for Colony Nesting
Birds: Herons and Egrets
By Brian C. Tefft, Executive Director

In the spring of 2019, the Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation initiated a project to
help restore and enhance nesting populations of egrets, herons and other wading birds on Rose
Island. Using plastic decoys, and then also by implementation of habitat restoration
techniques including replanting various native trees and shrubs on the island, the project
attempted to lure birds to the island to nest. The Great Egret Ardea alba is a wide ranging,
wading bird that is a generalist, adaptable and relatively tolerant of disturbance. Prior to 1990
there were no great egret, herons or ibis nesting on Rose island; however, in 1990 a few pairs
of the Black Crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax and Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
established Þrst nests on the island. Soon after, in 1991, Great and Snowy Egrets Þrst
appeared. The number of nests steadily increased through the 1990s but gradually began to
decrease after year 2000 presumably due to human disturbance factors. All egret and heron
nesting had ceased by 2010 and it is notable that experts at the time (1990s) had predicted this
decrease given the transitional and dynamic nature of mixed colonies of birds on other bay
islands.
A young volunteer helper assists in

Today habitats on Rose Island can be best described as a sea of invasive non-native
placement of decoys.
plants, including dense vines of Asiatic bittersweet,
multißora rose and Japanese honeysuckle, which
climb into trees and shrub canopies interfering with
the preferred nesting sites for the birds. What Þrst
attracted colony nesting birds like herons and egrets to
Rose Island and subsequently caused them to abandon
the island is still a mystery; however, these
populations often increase, decrease or abandon sites
according to cues that only the birds are aware of.
Possible causes include human disturbance factors,
changes in habitat, and predators. To control human
disturbance, RILF rules exclude people from the
wildlife refuge during nesting season from March 1
through August 15 which means no activity is allowed
within the entire 17-acre refuge. Mammal predation
The placement of decoys on the island was intended to “attract” Great Egrets to
(weasels, skunks and raccoons) is always a concern for Rose Island’s nesting habitats.
(Continued to Page 5)

Figure: Historical trends in colony bird nesting on Rose Island. Source RIDEM
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ground and tree nesting birds; however, Rose Island has no population of these species. We have observed an occasional mink,
who roam Newport harbor during winter, and their presence could deter nesting. Changes in habitats caused by non-native
vegetation is often cited as a type of habitat degradation for wildlife. Control and removal of invasive vegetation is a method often
used to improve wildlife habitat.
In early spring 2019, we developed a project for the island to attract birds and manage non native vegetation. We set out
twelve white egret decoys in former nesting habitats to attract nesting great egrets. We also developed a plan to manage invasive
plants and then replant native trees in the new habitat on the island. Funding was provided in part by USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service and all proper permits were obtained. We monitored the site daily to determine if the birds were interested in
nesting. By late April, we observed several egrets checking out the decoys and by April 30 we observed a pair of egret’s nest
building. Groups of black crowned night herons and glossy ibis were also observed swooping in, apparently seeking nests on the
island although none were conÞrmed. We estimate that up to four pair of great egrets ultimately nested on Rose Island in 2019. We
hope that 2020 nesting egrets will continue to expand.
The management of bird nesting habitat and removal of invasive plants began this October. Small openings in the dense
vine tangled shrubs were exposed and planted with native cool season grasses. The old oak grove in the center of the island was
treated by Þrst cutting then pulling the dense bittersweet from the canopy of each tree, as these trees are preferred nesting sites for
egrets and herons. Shrub canopies were also freed of honeysuckle vines and small openings were created that were planted with
80 native red cedar trees. We hope these habitat enhancements will entice more herons and egrets to nest on Rose Island. In 2020,
we will again deploy decoys to attract and then monitor heron and egret nesting on Rose Island. Stay tuned for more updates on
the project.

a Year of Change and Accomplishment

Uncovered after 45 years just feet away from the
Barracks, this torpedo railway cart is a reminder of the
island’s WWII history.

(continued from Page 1)

well as the wildlife habitat on Rose Island. We initiated a successful
colony nesting bird project designed to attract native egrets and herons
back to Rose Island where they have nested in the past. We did this by
removing bittersweet from potential nesting trees and by creating small
openings that were planted in native red cedar trees as new habitat.
This past summer we held four well attended events that provided new
encouragement for members to visit. We celebrated a book about the
boyhood memories of Wanton Chase on Rose Island written by local
author Lynne Heinzmann, hosted a successful fundraising event “Light Up
Your Summer,” held an artist’s en plein air retreat for local artists, and we
had a spectacular day for our late summer clambake, a past tradition that
we are committed to making an annual event. In fact, the newsletter that
you hold in your hand is another communication tool we have re-started to
keep members up to date on our activities. We are also working on
refreshing our website, making it better and more user friendly for all.

I want to conclude this update with a short priority list for 2020.
First priority is our need to improve docking facilities, our lifeline to the
mainland, for the improved safety and comfort of our visitors. The wear and tear from the wind and waves make this vital, but it
comes at great cost. Improvement and expansion of our local education programs for students and the general public is next on the
list. We have so many potential subjects that are interesting and relevant to local students including curricula in history and
ecology, and we need to spread this message. To do this will require talent, innovation and funding. Lastly, we need to improve
the experience of the day visitor with fresh displays and guided interpretation that makes the visit to Rose Island a worthwhile
summer activity in Newport.
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Thank you for your generous support of Rose Island!
Lorraine J. Babcock
Frank & Catherine Baker
Dorothy Bartels Denault
Karen & John Benson
Kevin Breene
James M. Brogan
Mario Bruno
Brian & Kristi Budzinski
Jack & Karen Bulwidas
John J. Bulwidas
Dorothea A. Bunch
Ronald J. Caniglia
Robert L. Chase
Michael & David Chenevert
Arlene L. Clauss
Robert & Carole Curran
Eli Dana
Karin Dillahey
Mary K. Eggert
Robert & Jeanette Emerson
Helen Ferguson
David & Mary Ann Fiaschetti
Angela & Edwin Fischer
Alice B. Garey & Nancy Miller
Paula Garrigus
Robert & Judith Gessler
Richard & Janis Galeucia
Peter W. Gonzalez
Michael P. Gorman
Pamela & Dr. Steven Gorman
Warren & Linda Gray
Ronald & Brenda Grundy
Jane H. Harris

Jane & David Harrison
Theresa E. Harwood
Kenneth & Nancy Hays
Edward & Katherine Hoepfner-Karle
Kathleen Irgens
Mark Ian Jablin
Kathryn Kalan
Jeffrey Keeling
Mary Louise Kennedy
Abigail Lambert
Henry & Anne Lane
Edward & Barbara Lawlor
Ginny Lirio
Hank Kniskern
Gina Manoni
Louis Mariorenzi
Joseph & Kate Marnane
Stephen Martin
Robert & Susan Mauro
Elinor F. McCarty
Frank M. McCullough
Rebecca McCutcheon
Connie E. McIntyre
Lauren & Derrick McLaughlin
Paul & Delores McRae
Maureen & William Miller
Elizabeth H. Minifie
Hector Molini
Terry Moran
Denise Mordenti
Lisa Morrison
Mary Elizabeth Nassaney
William & Susan Nicholson

Leonard Nihan, Jr.
James J. Pallis
Leia Palmieri
William R. Palombo
Gregory J. Palulis
John & Susan Poulton
William F. Rainaldi
Sandra Richard
Peter Rockett
Daniel Rodriguez
Karen & Donald Roebuck
Judith & Frederick Rose
William Rowland
Dami J. Shepard
Charles P. Shoemaker, Jr.
David Slye
John Spirito
Paul & Jennifer Squeglia
Ruth M. Strach
Gilbert Stringer
Rachel & Andrew Stutzman
Maureen Sullivan
Priscilla Szneke
Brian C. Tefft
Nora Thompson-Perry
Leslie G. Tishler
Donald Tofias
Wayne & Rosanne Trissler
Ann Marie van den Hurk
Stephen P. Wagner
Scott & Diane Walbert
Roger & Eileen Warburton
Joseph & Elizabeth Weaver

Brien & Helen Welch
Patricia & Marcelle Wood
William & Sharon Wood-Prince
Jessica Yeager
Iris Zaff
CORPORATE PARTNERS
Bank of America
Belle’s Cafe
Bellevue Florist
Binge BBQ
Blount Chowder
Cappy’s Hilltop Cafe
Conanicut Marine Services
Flat Waves
Horizon Beverage
Lemon & Line
Magellan RX Management
Midtown Oyster Bar
Mind The Gap Cyber
Newport Craft Brewing & Distillery
Newport Hardware
Newport Restaurant Group
Newport Shipyard
Pasta Beach
PEAK Event Solutions
Seasonal Solutions
Signet Advisory Group
Stoneacre Bransserie
Surf Club
The Newport Group Coldwell Banker

Volunteering on Rose Island
Volunteer help is occasionally needed on Rose Island. We are currently looking for a
skilled carpenter to assist with a few building projects on the island. We are also
looking for volunteer helpers to assist on the island with museum cleaning and
housekeeping, trimming, and landscaping, with our gift shop, and other tasks. We
also have opportunities for corporate sponsors, with our gift ship, and other
teambuilding tasks. If you are interested, pease fill out our volunteer application at
www.roseisland.org or contact Brian at brian@roseisland.org.
Thanks to the Bank of America Volunteers (pictured left) over the past summer. They assisted
in cleaning out the WWII bunker.

Donations Needed
Rose Island is seeking your help with donations of the following items. Our requests make life for our overnight guests more
comfortable, enjoyable, and our work on the island easier. Thanks for your consideration.
1. Salt water fishing equipment, poles, reels, tackle and lures are desperately needed for the lighthouse- new or used in good
condition.
2. Gas powered chain saw - new or used in good condition.
3. Adirondack chairs - wooden in good or new condition.
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Your Membership is Important to Rose Island
By Brian Tefft, Executive Director

Becoming a member in any organization shows a commitment and support of
the mission, ideals and offerings of the organization. Being a member of the Rose
Island Lighthouse Foundation is no different and is something that we at the
foundation truly value and hope for. Admittedly, we can always do better and in the
area of membership, we must do better! Members have always been the foundation of
Rose Island; however, with complicated sign ups and lax follow-up, member support
can wane. We also have an obligation to acknowledge why you should become a
member and what benefits there are. Hopefully, this newsletter will educate you about
our work and encourage your continued support.
Certainly, most will agree that just being a part of the solution and supporting
the mission to save and protect Rose Island for future generations is enough reason to
join. Some may also want to know that their membership contributions help pay for
the maintenance and enhancement of Rose Island and Fort Hamilton, contributing to
its long-term preservation, its ecology and opportunities for our children. Whatever
the reason, becoming a member of Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation is an important
step that we urge you to take right now, to renew or join us as a new member.
Spread the word, and make no mistake that your membership is important to us! If
you’ve lapsed, we want you back; if you are non-member reading about us, I hope
we’ve convinced you to join. As a member you are eligible for discounts on overnight
stays, gift shop items, events, and free admission to Rose Island.
It’s worth it, so please make you membership a reality -Today!

Bob Chase, a longtime member and son of
Wanton Chase, signs a copy of The Curious
Childhood of Wanton Chase during the
booking signing event in September 2019
where over 60 members and friends of Rose
Island Lighthouse gathered.

Renew Today! Join Now!
Member Benefits

Membership Levels

- Free admission to the beautifully restored Rose Island
Lighthouse and Island
- 10% discount one room for one night on your
overnight stay
- Advanced notice and member discount all special
events
- 10% discount on gift shop merchandise
- Cost of membership is tax-deducible

___ Senior - $35.00
___ Individual - $50.00
___ Family - $100.00 - Bundle: for up to 4 members
___ Active Military - $35.00
___ Business Member - $150.00
___ Business Supporter - $350.00
___ Business Sponsor - $1,000.00
Business members recieve in addition to regular member benefits, an
acknowledgement in our newsletter and other publications, and a special
business member page on our website.

Name: _______________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________ City: _____________________ State: ______ Zip: ________________
Email: _______________________________________ Best Contact Phone: _________________________ Cell __ Land __
Credit Card:___________________________________ Exp Date: ________________ CCV: ________________
Please mail your form with check to RILF, PO Box 1419, Newport, RI 02840-0014 or go online to join: www.roseisland.org
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Clam bake!

Celebrate Rose Island Lighthouse at 150 with a
traditional clam bake on September 26! We hope
to see you there. More information in our Summer
Issue.

P.O. Box 1419
Newport, RI 02840-00014
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Events Calendar
Look for more details on our website, www.roseisland.org.
May 2 - Art on Rose - Artists explore and paint Rose Island.
June 17 - Wednesday Walks Every Wednesday starting June 17 until
end of August with Rose Island Staff on topics of history and nature.
June 20 - Summer Solace Wine Tasting - Welcome summer with
several refreshing French Rosé.
July 4 - Patriotic Day - Celebrate our country’s birthday with tours
and activities to make history come alive.
August 1 - Midsummer Sips Wine Tasting - Experience the sunset at
Rose Island Lighthouse during this wine tasting of the summer’s best
wines.
August 7 - National Lighthouse Day with Newport’s History of
Cocktails on Rose Island - Guide and Bartender John Begin mixes
Newport’s famous drinks from the past for this adult-focused event.
August 22 - Stargazing - Partnering with Frosty Drew Observatory to
look upwards learning to read the stars
September 19 - Art on Rose - Artists paint Rose Island.
September 26 - Lighthouse at 150 Celebration Fundraiser - Come
celebrate 150 years of the lighthouse with good food, drink, and friends
on Rose Island.
TBA - Paddle For Rose
Visting the Lighthouse: The island is open to the public from
Memorial Day to Labor Day from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm and weekends
until Columbus Day via the Jamestown/Newport Ferry
(www.jamestownnewportferry.com)

